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Timing for Administering Depot Injections 

 

Depot antipsychotic injections should be administered at the interval prescribed, e.g. every 4 

weeks. 

On occasions this is not possible e.g. if the patient refuses. 

Where is it anticipated that the depot cannot be administered on the date on which it is due, it 

should be given on the nearest day in a planned manner.  

Common Depot and Long-Acting Intramuscular Antipsychotic Injections 

Antipsychotic 
Brand and license 

Standard dosing interval 
for adult maintenance  

Guidance for slightly early or late doses  

Aripiprazole 
Abilify Maintena® 

monthly License advises: Can be given early, at 
least 26 days after the previous injection. 
If late, give as soon as possible. 
Continue monthly from there onwards. 

Flupentixol decanoate  
e.g. Depixol® 

every 2-4 weeks License does not specify. 
Recommend give on the nearest day to 
due date. 
If more than about 3 days late, or a 
change in clinical presentation, discuss 
with a prescriber.   

Haloperidol decanoate 
Haldol® 

every 4 weeks  License does not specify. 
Recommend give on the nearest day to 
due date. 
If more than about 5 days late, or a 
change in clinical presentation, discuss 
with a prescriber.   

Paliperidone palmitate 
(generic) 

monthly License advises: if up to 2 weeks late (6 
weeks since the last injection was given), 
then give as soon as possible.  
Continue monthly from there onwards. 

Paliperidone palmitate 
(Trevicta®) 

3-monthly License advises: may be given up to 2 
weeks before or after the 3-month due 
date. 

Zuclopenthixol decanoate 
Clopixol® 

every 1–4 weeks License does not specify. 
Recommend give on the nearest day to 
due date, but no earlier than 7 days from 
the previous dose. 
If more than about 3 days late, or a 
change in clinical presentation, discuss 
with a prescriber.   

Refer to the license for the specific medication: Home - electronic medicines compendium (emc)  

https://www.medicines.org.uk/emc/product/7965/smpc
https://www.medicines.org.uk/emc/product/995/smpc
https://www.medicines.org.uk/emc/product/15246/smpc
https://www.medicines.org.uk/emc/product/14504/smpc
https://www.medicines.org.uk/emc/product/7230/smpc
https://www.medicines.org.uk/emc/product/6414
https://www.medicines.org.uk/emc/
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For other depots and long-acting antipsychotic injections and for 

further guidance and information refer to “Guidance on the 

Administration to Adults of Oil-based Depot and other Long-

Acting Intramuscular Antipsychotic Injections.” Available via the 

intranet:  

Depot Guidelines from JC & Feetam 2023 update - Interact (ghc.nhs.uk) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://intranet.ghc.nhs.uk/Interact/Pages/Content/Document.aspx?id=18696&SearchId=1677347
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Paliperidone 1-monthly Long-Acting Injection 

 


